
 

Executive Committee of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting  
Eighth Month 29, 2020 
Meeting via Zoom  
 
1. Opening worship. Friends entered into waiting worship. 
 
2. Roll call. The Recording Clerk called the roll of Yearly Meeting officers, Committee Clerks, 
Quarterly Clerks, Monthly Meeting representatives, Yearly Meeting staff, and Support 
Volunteers: 
 
Yearly Meeting officers  
Presiding Clerk: Martha Viehmann 
Assistant Presiding Clerk: Rachel Ernst-Stahlhut 
Recording Clerk: Rex Sprouse  
Assistant Recording Clerk: Lisa Cayard  
Treasurer: Wilson Palmer  
Assistant Treasurer: (office vacant) 
 
Committee Clerks 
Auditing: not present  
Braddock Fund: not present 
Budget & Finance: not present 
Children’s: not present 
Development: Betsy Neale 
Earthcare: not present 
Faith & Practice: Rex Sprouse, Paul Buckley 
Nominating: Rhonda Pfaltzgraff-Carlson 
Peace & Social Concerns: (no Clerk)  
Personnel: not present 
Records: not present 
Religious Nurture & Education: Nikki Coffey Tousley 
Yearly Meeting Planning: (represented by Peter Hardy)  
Young Adult Friends: not present 
Youth Services: Jason Swank 
 
Quarterly Meeting Clerks 
Miami: Peter Hardy 
Whitewater: Terre Holada 
 
Monthly Meeting representatives 
Bloomington: Marcia Ankrom 
Campus: not present 
Clear Creek: Cathy Habschmidt 
Community: Eric Wolff, Deborah Jordan  
Dayton: Nikki Coffey Tousley 
Eastern Hills: Wilson Palmer 
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Fall Creek: not present 
Fort Wayne: Terre Holada 
Lafayette: not present  
Lexington: Richard Mitchell  
Louisville: not present 
Miami: not present 
North Meadow: not present 
Oxford: Andy Garrison 
White Rose: not present 
Yellow Springs: not present 
 
Yearly Meeting staff 
Administrative Secretary: Deborah Jordan 
Youth Secretary: Kaia Jackson  
 
Support volunteers 
Website Administrator: Daniel Day 
Statistician: Bill Heilbron 
Sexual Misconduct Task Force: Betsy Neale 
 
3. Clerks’ Table. The Clerk announced that beginning Ninth Month 27, 2020, Zoom would 
require a password or a waiting room for all meetings.  Our shared Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting 
Zoom account needs to always use the same password.  We will use “200.” The Clerk hopes to 
schedule another Front Porch conversation and welcomes suggestions for topics. The Clerk 
shared a response from Joe Lepone, Director of Event Services and Runyan Center at Earlham 
College, to the effect that Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting’s donation from summer 2020 had lifted 
the spirits of those at the College. The Administrative Secretary announced that the 2020 Minute 
Book was now available. 
 
4. Treasurer’s report. Wilson Palmer presented the report, the full text of which is appended to 
these minutes. Wilson responded to Friends’ questions. Friend accepted the report. 
 
5. Faith and Practice Committee report. Paul Buckley presented the report, the full text of 
which is attached to these minutes. Paul made some clarifications, and Friends turned to the three 
action items in the report. 
 
Friends approved using Ingram Spark as our publisher and authorized the Committee to move 
ahead. 
 
Betsy Neale and Andy Garrison volunteered to serve as reviewers of the text. Reviewers were 
asked to submit their comments to Faith and Practice Committee no later than Eleventh Month 1, 
2020. Friends approved the expenditure of approximately $50 for the printing of hard copies for 
the reviewers.  
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Friends approved asking Monthly Meeting representatives to report to Faith and Practice 
Committee no later than Eleventh Month 1, 2020, the number of paperback and hard bound 
copies each constituent monthly meeting would like to have printed in the initial printing run.  
  
6. Youth Services Committee report. Jason Swank presented the report, the full text of which 
is appended to these minutes. Jason discussed some of the challenges Youth Services Committee 
is facing, and several Friends offered support. On behalf of the Committee, Jason specifically 
asked that members be added to the Committee, and the Clerk of Nominating Committee agreed 
to consult with Jason as part of that discernment process. Friends accepted the report. 
 
Friends approved the extension of Kaia Jackson’s contract as Youth Secretary to and including 
Twelfth Month 31, 2020.  
 
7. Nominating Committee report. Rhonda Pfaltzgraff-Carlson presented the report. Rhonda 
raised the question whether Nominating Committee should take responsibility for making 
nominations for Earthcare Committee and Peace and Social Concerns Committee, with the 
approval of these committees. Nominating Committee was asked to contact both Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee and Earthcare Committee to ask if those committees would like 
Nominating Committee to support them by taking responsibility for nominating the members of 
those committees. Nominating Committee was asked to report on these discussions at the next 
regularly scheduled Executive Committee meeting. Friends accepted today’s report. 
 
8. Young Adult Friends report. Uta Brewington had submitted a written report in advance, the 
full text of which is appended to these minutes. Friends accepted the report. 
 
9. Auditing Committee report. Veronica Frost had submitted a written report in advance, the 
full text of which is appended to these minutes. In light of the necessity to maintain physical 
distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic, Friends agreed that this year Auditing Committee 
should conduct a no-contact review of financial documents by e-mail in order to verify that the 
final Treasurer’s report for FY 2019-2020 matches the balances reported by our financial 
institutions. Friends accepted the report. 
 
10. Youth Secretary report. Kaia Jackson presented the report, highlighting the upcoming 
survey that will help with discernment of the most effective youth activities for the near future. It 
was also noted that the Friends meetings in Kentucky (Louisville, Lexington, and Berea 
(Southern Appalachia Yearly Meeting and Association)) have been engaged in conversation with 
the Youth Secretary regarding programming for children and youth. Friends accepted the report. 
 
11. Yearly Meeting Planning Committee report. Peter Hardy presented the report, 
highlighting the Committee’s review of the evaluations of the 2020 annual sessions, which were 
very positive. Peter reported that roughly the same number of Friends attended in 2020 as in 
recent years. Peter announced Sixth Month 16-20, 2021 as the dates for next summer’s annual 
sessions. If the annual sessions are held face-to-face, they will take place at Earlham College. At 
this time, the Committee was seeking to discern a theme for the 2021 annual sessions. Friends 
accepted the report. 
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12. Quarterly Meeting Clerks report. Peter Hardy announced that an online Joint Quarterly 
Meeting was being planned for Tenth Month 17-18, 2020. Friends accepted the report. 
 
13. Bloomington Friends Meeting’s minute on nuclear weapons. The Clerk referred Friends 
to Bloomington Friends Meeting’s recent minute on nuclear weapons, the full text of which is 
appended to these minutes. 
 
14. Spring 2021 retreat. Friends were reminded to keep Third Month 27, 2021 open for the 
Yearly Meeting’s retreat on Outreach and Weaving a Wider Welcome with Rachel Ernst 
Stahlhut. This retreat is under the care of Religious Nurture and Education Committee.  It is 
hoped that this retreat will take place at Quaker Hill Conference Center in Richmond, IN. 
 
15. Minute of concern. Friends noted with concern the absence of representatives from several 
monthly meetings and Yearly Meeting committees. Executive Committee will rely on Religious 
Nurture and Education Committee to reach out to these monthly meetings. The Presiding Clerk 
as ex officio member of all Yearly Meeting committees will work with the Assistant Clerk to 
reach out to these committees. The Clerk hopes to discuss this concern at a future Executive 
Committee meeting. Friends were asked to hold these Friends in the Light during our closing 
worship. 
 
16. Closing worship. Friends concluded with a brief period of waiting worship. 
 
Next Meeting:  Eleventh Month 7, 2020 (Zoom meeting anticipated) 
  
APPENDED REPORTS 
 
OVYM Treasurer’s report on fiscal year 2019-2020 
 

"Frugality is good, if liberality be join'd with it...The first without the last begins 
covetousness; the last without the first begins prodigality: Both together make an excellent 
temper."  William Penn Some Fruits of Solitude 
 
Thank you, dear Friends, for the continued strong support from you individually and from 
your Meetings.  My sincere gratitude to those Meetings who donated more than their 
suggested proportional share.  Also many thanks to those individuals who gave over $2,300 
extra contributions during our yearly meeting sessions last year, plus those who donated 
through the sessions books store and those who donate all or part of their yearly meeting 
travel costs.  Since 2020 Sessions registration was on-line and most Friends paid via credit 
card this year, much 2020 Sessions income also made it into our account during the fiscal 
year that just ended.  I can now report that another $1447 has been donated along with 
$2711.60 for registration, after Square credit card fees were deducted.  Also, we received a 
$1000 donation from a very generous Friend.  
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It is a one-time anomaly that June 2019 Sessions income and most of the 2020 Sessions 
income show up in the same fiscal year.  In the interest of fairly comparing last fiscal year 
with the previous ones, I have excluded the 2020 Sessions income recorded in my 
Treasurer’s spreadsheet report from the following comments:  In spite of all this wonderful 
generosity, total income is about $2000 less than last year.  However, the virus pandemic 
cancelled the youth service trip, lowering our expenses by $4000.  With on-line 2020 
Sessions our cost is about $1000, so far, removing another $10,000 from our expenses in the 
fiscal year just ended.  Therefore, there was virtually no net loss this year in spite of our 
predicted $15,000 budget loss.  
 
Our invested assets gained about 2.9% in value since last year.    
 

Faith & Practice Committee Report 
submitted August 19, 2020 by Paul Buckley 

Current Status 
Now that the last piece of text has been approved at this year’s annual sessions, we are 
almost ready to publish the new Book of Faith & Practice both electronically and on paper. 
The last thing needed is a final index and inserting cross-references. Once that happens, we 
can move on to publishing.  

We have also been in touch with David Pfaltzgraff-Carlson (OVYM Publications 
Coordinator) and Daniel Day (our Web Clerk) about creating an on-line version. David 
believes that we can convert it to HTML with relative ease.  

We have contacted Charles Martin the publisher at Inner Light Books and Brent Bill from the 
FGC Quaker Press about getting it printed. Both have used Ingram’s Lightning Source for 
their printing. It is a high quality print-on-demand company that has worldwide distribution. 
Ingram has a new service for very small, independent publishers/organizations (such as 
OVYM) and authors. They each recommended it. 

Print-on-demand means we would print only the quantity we need when we need them. The 
costs are very reasonable (see below). This also includes conversion to an e-book format. 
Since they are a division of one of the largest book distribution companies in the world, our 
book can be listed in their online catalog and then independent bookstores, Amazon, and 
Barnes & Noble can sell the book as well. 

Estimated Printing Cost 
The 2019 Statistician’s Report showed 595 resident members and attenders over the age of 
18. Printing 750 copies would provide a paperback copy for each of these people, copies to 
send to other yearly meetings and to Quaker publications for review, and leave several spares 
for each meeting to have on hand.  This would cost $2227 according to the Ingram Spark 
website ($2.97 per copy). 

Likewise, 100 hardcover copies would cost $826 ($8.26 per copy). That would provide each 
meeting with a hardcover copy for its library, plus copies to send to Quaker college libraries, 
and leave a stock of more than 50 to sell to those who wanted a hardcover rather than a 
softcover copy. 
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There is a $50 set-up fee and it will cost about $125 to get an ISBN (required by Ingram). 
Copyright is established automatically when a work is created. We could pay to have our 
copyright registered with the US Copyright Office, but that only matters if we wanted to file 
a copyright infringement suit (which we doubt would ever happen). 

These estimated costs are based on some reasonable assumptions, and total a bit less than the 
$3500 in the Faith & Practice Printing Fund. This does not include the cost of shipping to 
each monthly meeting and there may be unexpected costs. On the plus side, we could offset 
some of the costs by asking individuals who want to substitute a hardcover copy to pay the 
extra $5.50 and we could sell additional copies. 

Action Items 
There are three pieces of business for the Executive Committee: 

First, approve using Ingram Spark as our publisher and authorize the committee to move 
ahead. 

Second, although the F&P committee members have each read through the manuscript and 
incorporated the edits that seemed necessary, it might be good to have some fresh eyes on the 
text before we declare it frozen. It would be valuable for a couple of Executive Committee 
members to volunteer as final readers. Although this could be done using an electronic 
version, printing a few copies for this could be helpful. Reviewers would then be able to hold 
an approximation of the book in their hands and get a sense of its aesthetics as well as its 
contents. (Note: since we would only be printing a few copies, these review copies would be 
more expensive, maybe $15 each.) 

Third, in the cost estimates above, we are only guessing how many copies will be needed. 
Although print-on-demand gives us flexibility to order more copies as needed, the committee 
would like to have better counts of how many paper and hardcover copies each meeting 
anticipates needing. If Executive Committee approves, we request that representatives of 
each monthly meeting confer with their meetings and submit their requests for the number of 
copies required.  

Advice Requested 
Even for the cheapest options, we can have a color picture on the cover. Any 
suggestions are welcome – send them to Paul (bucklpa@earlham.edu). 
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Youth Services Committee Report 
 

Over the course of the year, OVYM youth programming has included a number of high 
quality, spiritually enriching activities and opportunities. The Youth Services Secretary, 
Kaia Jackson, has done excellent work- nurturing a warm and supportive environment 
for youth, maintaining contact with families, and using creative approaches during the 
challenges imposed by the COVID19 pandemic. 
 
Concerns 
Youth Services Secretary: Contract Status 
Kaia’s contract expired at the end of July. The YSC Committee, in consultation with 
Kaia, agreed to extend their contract through the end of the year. 
 
Bolster the Youth Services Committee 
The Youth Services Committee is not functional. The last meeting with reasonable 
attendance was in February: subsequent meetings have been sporadically scheduled 
and typically include the clerk, secretary, and one other committee member. Awareness 
of OVYM resources, background, program intent/expectations is lacking due to the 
inexperience of committee members. The committee is not proactively engaging or 
guiding youth programming. We recommend that Nominating Committee seek new 
members and that Peter Hardy bring his experience back to YSC and continue meeting 
with us for the foreseeable future, and welcome participation from other Friends. 

 
 
Young Adult Friends Committee Report 
submitted by Uta Brewington 
 

Young adult committee has formed bi-weekly gathering via zoom. It started as a young adult 
dinner chat and transformed into an intergenerational activity that is still transforming. We 
have ideas and hope to have conversation topics for future gatherings. We hope that if the 
committee stays consistent it will encourage more friends to join. We are currently posting 
on the young adult Facebook page, and we are trying to get the message out to each meeting 
bi-weekly. 

 
Auditing Committee Report 
submitted by Veronica Frost  
 

Auditing Committee would normally meet in person with the Treasurer to conduct an audit 
before our next EC meeting. Veronica Frost calls our attention the risk of three people 
working closely for an extended time period and notes that Wilson’s budgets have never been 
off by more than $25. Veronica requests either a delayed audit or skipping the audit of the 
2019-2020 fiscal year.  

 
  

7 
 



 

Bloomington Friends Meeting’s Minute on Nuclear Weapons 
Approved 8/9/2020 
 

Seventy-five years ago, the United States became the only nation to use nuclear weapons, 
destroying the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This act caused incredible suffering to the 
civilian population and ushered in an age of fear.  

This was not just the fear of a bomb blast killing humans and destroying cities. It was also 
the fear of radiation poisoning air, earth and water miles from the bomb craters, leaving 
living things with no way to eat, drink or even breathe that would not cause radiation 
sickness and slow death. 

Still, nations raced to pour precious resources into creating a “doomsday machine” that could 
destroy their enemies, in spite of the fact that this would trigger retaliation in kind. The U.S. 
and the Soviet Union embraced as part of their national security policies the doctrine of 
“Mutually Assured Destruction,” saying in effect, “If we both know we can utterly destroy 
each other, neither of us will do it.” 

And yet the catastrophe has almost happened more than once.  Many accidents and 
misinterpretations have edged close to disaster, and the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis nearly led 
to open war. 

Fortunately, world leaders drew back from that brink. The Nuclear Freeze movement grew; 
in 1982 a million people gathered in New York's Central Park to call for an end to the 
nuclear arms race.  Every U.S. President from Eisenhower through Obama respected the need 
for limits on nuclear weapons. President Reagan declared, “A nuclear war cannot be won and 
must never be fought.” Over the decades, diplomatic negotiations resulted in treaties and 
agreements that de-escalated the arms race and cut the global nuclear stockpile by 80%. 

But now, the danger of nuclear war has risen as high as ever. The current administration has 
backed out of a number of agreements despite the fact that these agreements provide us with 
useful information, resulted in the destruction of dangerous weapons, or reduced nuclear 
proliferation to other nations. The administration's current maneuvers threaten to derail the 
much-needed New START treaty. The U.S. is considering resuming nuclear test explosions. 
Congress has authorized spending $1.2 trillion for a new generation of nuclear weapons, 
including “usable” nuclear weapons—as though “low-yield” nuclear weapons (which are 
almost the same size as the Hiroshima bomb) could be employed without provoking a 
cataclysmic nuclear response.  But as the late Senator Richard Lugar, together with other 
high-ranking former officials, warned: “It is unlikely there is such a thing as a 'limited' 
nuclear war; preparing for one is folly.” 

Experts warn that nuclear war is just as likely today as it was at the height of the Cold War, 
whether it begins on purpose, through an accident or cyber attack, or because of a 
miscalculation of other powers' reactions to deployment of “usable” nuclear weapons. Even a 
“small” nuclear war between India and Pakistan, with 3% of world nuclear arsenals, would 
kill two billion people—over a quarter of the world's population—as the clouds of debris 
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would block sunlight from reaching food crops.  War between the United States and Russia 
could well extinguish life on Earth.  

The bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, was the first time nuclear weapons were used 
in combat. Let us make sure that the bombing of Nagasaki on August 9 was the last. 

This is the time to take action. The people of the world have awakened to the fact that we 
face the existential threats of global warming and a mishandled pandemic, and that these 
threats are driven by systems of oppression that must change.  In our nation, movements to 
save the climate, achieve racial justice, and protect voters' rights are beginning to coalesce, 
and abolition of nuclear weapons needs to be part of the world-saving work. 

Therefore Bloomington Friends Meeting encourages all who hear or read these words to 
consider how to forward the cause of peace and the abolition of nuclear weapons.  We ask 
you to do all you can to support these actions: 

Urge the government of the United States to restore the network of agreements and the 
process of diplomatic negotiation that brought us a measure of shared security over past 
decades. Specifically, the U.S. should: 
   —Indicate readiness to extend the New START treaty, returning to bilateral talks with 
Russia whether China chooses to be involved or not 

   —encourage open discussion among all nations of steps toward reducing nuclear arsenals, 
building on New START 

   —Affirm commitment to the spirit of our agreements, where possible repairing and 
re-entering the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, the Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA). and the Open 
Skies treaty. 

Urge the government of the United States to adopt a better nuclear policy: 
   —Adopt a No First Use policy 

   —Take land-based Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles off launch-ready alert, and in fact rid 
ourselves of the vulnerable and dangerous land-based ICBM system altogether 

   —Ensure that any decision to launch nuclear weapons is reviewed by designated officials 
in addition to the President 

   —Eschew any future nuclear test explosions 

   —Close the door on the notion of “usable nukes” 

   —Replace plans to “modernize” our nuclear arsenal with plans to work toward eliminating 
it 
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   —Sign and seek ratification of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

Call upon Members of Congress to reduce the military budget, especially nuclear expenses: 
   —Deny appropriations for “usable” nuclear weapons, new nuclear weapons and nuclear 
test explosions 

   —Channel saved funds into meeting human needs 

  
Encourage voters to explore candidates' positions on the use or abolition of nuclear 
weapons and to vote and support candidates as led by conscience 
  
Support the International Campaign for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), a 
campaign that won the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize.  ICAN describes itself as “ a broad, inclusive 
campaign, focused on mobilizing civil society around the world to support the specific 
objective of prohibiting and eliminating nuclear weapons” in accord with the UN Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  Its U.S. partner, NuclearBan.US, offers the Treaty 
Compliance Campaign, by which individuals, businesses, faith communities, schools, 
organizations, cities and states can align themselves with the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear weapons and the Paris Climate Agreement by undertaking to disconnect and divest, 
as far as possible, from both fossil fuels and the nuclear weapons industry. 
   —Learn more about these partnered campaigns 
(see https://www.icanw.org/ and http://www.nuclearban.us/about/ ) 
   —Consider joining as an individual 

   —Encourage your Meeting or faith community, other organizations to which you belong, 
your city or town, and your Members of Congress to join the campaign. 

These actions may bring us to a new era of shared security and hope. 
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