Dear Friend:

Thank you for registering for OVYM’s annual sessions. We look forward to seeing you! This
letter includes helpful information for your packing and your arrival.

PACKING

Read on for details of what to bring for your day-to-day comfort whether commuting from
home or staying in the dorm. You can also find this information on our website here:
https://www.ovym.org/2026-registration/#what-to-bring.

Recommended for everyone:

Layers! This is your annual reminder that air-conditioned rooms can feel cold! But
small rooms may be stuffy, and outdoors may be hot and muggy, so layer up.
Reusable cup for coffee or tea

Water bottle. Some buildings have water bottle filling stations.

Cloth napkin

Musical instrument or props to share your talents(?) at Saturday’s variety show. You
may also be able to perform during Afterthoughts, which will take place in the
campus pub, where there is a small stage.

Friends staying in the dorms, should be sure to pack anything needed to be comfortable in
a bare room:

Extra long twin sheets

A blanket or two or a sleeping bag (you can control temperature in your room)
Pillow, pillowcase

Towels, washcloth

Soap

Chargers for your devices

All toiletries and medications—nothing is provided***

Air mattress or cot if you have a child assigned to sleep on the floor, plus pillow and
bedding

***If your medication must be refrigerated, please plan accordingly. There is no
refrigerator in the dorm.

Optional items

wastebasket or bag for trash

mattress pad (reduces noise from the plastic coating on the mattress)
bedside lamp

bath mat or rubber sandals for the shower

laundry detergent

Lawn chair for the outdoor worship sharing group

In addition, Wittenberg asks us to abide by their summer housing rules, which are attached.


https://www.ovym.org/2026-registration/#what-to-bring

Children should have swimsuits for a visit to a pool or splash pad.

Young adult Friends who wish to join the rafting trip on Thursday should bring
sunscreen, a hat, and closed-toe shoes that you don’t mind getting wet.

ARRIVING ON CAMPUS

Select the Benham Pence Student Center at Wittenberg University as your destination. You
should be directed into the parking lot accessed from Ward St.

Find Eric Wolff at our registration desk in the Atrium on the first floor of the (Joseph C.)
Shouvlin Center. Please check in with Eric and get a name tag (we need an accurate account
of who is attending, whether or not you are staying on campus).

Pick up your key and your meal band or meal tickets from the Conference and Events office
in the Benham Pence Student Center (BPSC).

For those staying in the dorm, you may move your car to the New Hall lot, unpack, and then
move your car back to the BPSC lot (unless you need access to your car daily).

The Children’s Program is fully staffed and eager to meet your kids in the first floor
lounge area of the New Residence Hall.

The Young Adult Friends have the option of joining the rafting trip (departs after
breakfast on Thursday) or a tour of the Gammon House, an Underground Railroad stop, on
Friday afternoon.

The Youth Program has been cancelled as no youth registered this year.

GETTING ORIENTED

Most of our activities take place in the Shouvlin Center. The dining hall and a few activities
are located in BPSC. There is a walkway on the second floor level connecting the two
buildings, so you can easily get from breakfast to worship sharing or from lunch to
workshops.

COME EARLY
If you are among those planning to arrive on Wednesday, we encourage you to come early.

The child abuse prevention workshop takes place at 1:45 pm and is recommended for
anyone who volunteers with children at OVYM or at your home meeting. All adults are
welcome!

Coffee service will be available on the first floor of the Shouvlin Center on Wednesday only.
On other days, you will have to fuel up at meal time. (We will serve only regular coffee; no
tea is available).



Anytime after 1:00 p.m., you can move into your dorm room.
The campus is lovely, and after your drive, you may welcome a chance to walk around.

SCHEDULE UPDATES
The Planning Committee has made many updates to the schedule. Please check the website
and look for paper copies of the schedule in the registration area.

Some notable changes:
* The youth program (for ages 11-18) is cancelled.
* The YAF program will use the 2nd floor lounge in New Hall as a gathering location.
* Morning worship has been moved to Morris Lounge in BPSC.
* The Healing Center has been confirmed.
* YAFs can join a rafting trip on Thursday or a tour of an underground railroad site on
Friday.

CAMPUS COVID POLICY

From the Wittenberg University website: If an individual is exposed to COVID-19,
regardless of vaccination status, they should monitor for symptoms, wear a face mask
when around others for 10 days, and get tested on day 5 (day 0 is the day of last exposure
to someone with COVID-19). If this test is positive, they should isolate immediately and
follow isolation guidelines.

Please note that some may choose to mask for a variety of reasons. We ask you to respect
others’ personal choices.



