The Quaker Quill 9" Month,
Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting 2026

Highlights from Annual Sessions

Greetings to Friends Everywhere!

Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting of Friends gathered for the 206™ Annual Sessions
from June 17-21, 2026, on the campus of Wittenberg University in Springfield,
Ohio, as well as in hybrid format during business sessions and other events. This
was our first time meeting at Wittenberg, and we found the campus to be beautiful
and welcoming. The theme for our sessions this year was “Faithfulness in the
Storm.” In our welcoming activity, we identified the storm clouds weighing on us
and drew pictures of these concerns on grey helium balloons, which we released to
the ceiling. We noted that the Wittenberg logo included the words, “Having light,
we pass it on to others!”

In our daily worship sharing groups, we reflected on queries about the challenges and storms that confront us in our
personal lives, in our faith community, and in the larger world. These worship sharing groups are often a place of deep
sharing and connection where we can open our hearts to one another.

Workshops and interest groups were offered, including a session on supporting pastoral care in our monthly meetings,
ministering to prisoners on death row, spiritually grounded social action, a spiritual practice of standing in the light, a
Faith and Play interest group, and, other topics related to our theme of Faithfulness in the Storm. Bolivian Friends shared
“Stories of Hope and Restoration” about their work to free women who are caught in sexual exploitation. (Cont. next p.)

Dear Friends,

I hope you left OVYM annual sessions with renewed
energy, faith, and hope, as I did. It was my first year as
Presiding Clerk, and it felt a little like a dream I once had of
showing up to a large meeting without my clothes on. It felt /

a lot like that actually. Sitting there at the Clerk’s table I felt ; '

my shortcomings kindly revealed while being held in love 5\ )\

and Light, which is a marvelous way to learn new things and 1 Vi 'm
to stretch and grow. It is wonderful, challenging, terrifying, o ‘

and immensely satisfying to be in a place where you feel Diann Herzog, OVYM Clerk

exercised in your gifts. I encourage you to seek that place; it and offensive to Friends of color. As Clerk, I offered my
is uniquely yours. heart-felt apology but also realized that I did not know

Friends have a lot to share that is positive and healing for where to turn for guidance. What is our policy and
ourselves, our nation and the world, but any good we hope  procedure for dealing with racial wounding/misconduct?

to do to effect even a small shift in social and spiritual Are we welcoming and safe communities for Friends of
conditions begins within. I am so grateful to the many color? I know that some meetings in OVYM have done
Friends who slogged through getting our sexual work on racial justice and healing, and I am aware that a lot
violence/misconduct policy and procedure in place. Those  of work has been done and is ongoing in FGC. We have a
discussions in committees, monthly meetings, and on the wealth of resources available to us. I would like to see us
floor of Meeting for Worship for Business were heavy and  moving together — every monthly meeting in OVYM —
painful and exhausting, but we were blessed with Friends toward building the world we seek by building the

who were convicted of the necessity and moral obligation to  Religious Society of Friends we seek. I am committed to
protect each other and committed to creating policy and this vision of justice and equality.

procedures that are visible, accessible, and public. In Loving Service,

If you attended annual sessions and the plenaries, you are Diann
probably aware that there was an incident that was hurtful
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(Adult Epistle continued)

Each year we hear from seasoned Friends in the yearly meeting who share their “Living Witness.” This year, Gwen
Halsted and Michael Birkel shared their moving life story, filled with humor, affection, and tears, about how the Spirit has
moved in their lives. The tender devotion these Friends have shown in dedicated lives of service, and in loving partnership
with each other and with their neighbors, gave us encouragement and great inspiration.

In our Thursday plenary session, Keith Runyan, General Secretary of Quaker Earthcare Witness, shared his experience
of being called by the land to live in the humility, wisdom, and love which were here long before we were born and which
will continue on beyond us. He reminded us that any act of kindness draws from that great ancient wisdom and love, and
that our deep connections to the divine tether us to the infinite. It is only through our brokenness that we can find God, and
when our hearts are broken open, we can connect to love and pour it out into the universe. He challenged us to listen to
the pull of the prophetic voice, balancing this with humility, in response to the current environmental crisis which
threatens mass extinction of life on earth, and to remember the example of early Friends who were willing to suffer for
their convictions. He invited us to take a stand now that the Quaker witness is needed more than ever, calling us to be the
“salt of the earth.” He left us with two queries: “What does faithfulness look like to you? If we are the ones we have been
waiting for, what are we waiting for?”

In our Friday plenary session, Joyce Ajlouny, General Secretary of American Friends Service Committee, shared about
her personal experiences and commitment to the important work of AFSC, which is working to challenge unjust systems
and promote lasting peace. She lifted up their work with immigrants as well as peacebuilding and humanitarian assistance
in Gaza, South Sudan, and Latin America. She invited us to participate in Love As Action by holding silent worship in
public places with posters about our witness for peace and resistance against injustice, and to participate in July 4™ actions
to support the Declaration of Resistance. Joyce highlighted the focus on decolonization and antiracism work, which
centers and empowers people of color and indigenous people by providing funds for them to make grants to their own
local organizations.

Our business sessions were grounded in worship. In our first business session, we reviewed the Agreement to Respect
Personal Boundaries during OVYM events that was approved at Executive Committee, and three Friends were introduced
as our Sexual Misconduct Response Team, who stood ready to provide support in case anyone experiences such an
incident during our sessions. We found unity in wholeheartedly endorsing the Pendle Hill letter “Our Call to End and
Reform Unjust Immigration Enforcement Practices and Laws.”

We heard our State of Society report, which lifts up the centrality of worship in our monthly meetings, and the abiding
joy in our gatherings together, in spite of the cruelty and grief that we are experiencing currently in the nation. Our
monthly meetings provide many opportunities for shared fellowship and community building, as well as opportunities for
participating in actions to promote peace, social justice, and care of the Earth.

Our statistical report showed that membership in the yearly meeting has declined slightly over the last few years, but
that overall meeting attendance of members and attenders has sharply increased since the COVID pandemic. We are
concerned, however, that the number of children and youth has not rebounded. We are challenged to encourage our
younger attenders to take the step of requesting membership.

Our yearly meeting continues to struggle with hiring a youth secretary to lead our youth activities throughout the year.
Without a youth secretary, and with a very small Youth Services Committee, no youth attended our annual sessions this
year. Friends were urged to participate in the Youth Services Committee to rebuild our youth program, including more
engagement with families. There were suggestions to collaborate with Western and Wilmington Yearly Meetings and New
Association of Friends in this effort. There was a rise of energy and loving concern for this work, and several Friends
stepped forward to volunteer.

Although we had no middle youth or teens attending this year, we did have a lively children’s program, with eleven
children bringing laughter and joy to our sessions! There were also several young adult Friends attending, who planned
their own activities and service projects. The young adults brought positive energy and new perspectives, which were
greatly appreciated.

Our Saturday evening variety show was again a highlight of our time together, and Friends of all ages shared gifts of
music, singing, poetry, roller skating, a hilarious skit about using Al to help write the minutes, and the latest translation of
the Jabberwocky poem. We felt lifted up and held in a “lovefest” of shared friendship and gratitude for our time together.

We treasure our connections with Friends worldwide, and send our heartfelt prayers that we are strengthened with love
and shared faithfulness as we navigate through the storms around us.

In love,
Friends from the 206™ Annual Sessions of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting

(Annual Sessions cont. next page)
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(Annual Sessions continued)

Young Adult Friends Epistle

From the young adults gathered at the 206th annual sessions of the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society
of Friends, we send our greetings of peace and love to Friends everywhere.

We would first like to express our gratitude to Uta Brewington for organizing the young adult Friends program this
year. She helped us fourteen young adults in attendance feel both connected as an age cohort and included in the wider
meeting.

Friends felt these sessions were a time of rich spiritual discernment and connection. Both among young adults
specifically and among the broader gathering we came together for meals, workshops, worship, fellowship, and
communion. While the anticipated rafting trip was canceled due to weather, many Friends enjoyed a picnic by a lakeside
outside of town. We visited and toured the Gammon House, a historical stop on the Underground Railroad, which visit was
particularly meaningful as it occurred on Juneteenth.

Many Friends enjoyed participating in worship sharing outdoors, deeply appreciating the chance to slow down in a
worshipful manner and take in the beauty of nature that abounds.

We shared about common concerns. Many Friends discussed our vegan practice as a Spirit-led testimony. A meeting for
Quaker Vegan Witness was held for the vegan and vegan-curious to share their perspectives and connect.

A small group gathered with Quaker Earthcare Witness to talk about the existential threat of the climate crisis and the
pressure placed on young adults to provide a solution, as well as wrestling with our responsibility to work within systems
that do not seek justice. We continue to discern how to live faithfully in a broken world with an uncertain future.

We reflected on our role in the Religious Society as young adults. We feel as a generation that, while beginning to take
over the administrative responsibilities of the Society can be intimidating, it's a necessary step if we want to continue
nourishing and sustaining the Society for generations to come. We notice that young adult attendance at sessions has been
more sporatic due to the busy stage of life many of us find ourselves in, occupied by work, school, family, and/or
volunteering. This can make it hard to form long-term connections needed to sustain us. It is in this context that we
continue to discern our role in the Society.

Taking an intergenerational approach, we seek to value the unique gifts that each generation offers. While Friends
expressed sadness at the absence of a youth program this year, it brought us joy to see a vibrant children's program as well
as an enriching young adults' program. Let us center this joy and consider how we can nurture it for years to come.

Remembering this year's theme of faithfulness in the storm, we leave you with a few final thoughts: Community is an
active process. Community is work. But work is an act of love. What some of us have learned through our time with
Friends is that love is always worth the effort. Find many small ways you can help in your local meetings. Be true to
yourselves and you can find what you seek, building the beloved community.

Thanks to Max Dean, Tobias Dean, Sarah Buckley, and Gavin Sherrod for sharing their experience and insights from
the week and helping to compose this epistle.

In the Peace that surpasses all understanding,
Jack Albin

Children’s Epistle

Greetings to young Friends everywhere, from the children’s program of OVYM, which
met June 17-21, 2026 at Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio.

We focused on the theme “Faithfulness in the Storm.” We learned about ways to
comfort ourselves when we are sad or lonely or troubled. A doll named Friend joined us
as we sang about our favorite things and read Cakes, for Mistakes, which is a book written
by Marti, who is in the yearly meeting. We talked about many ways to listen for God
through the Faith and Play story presented by Anne Pettigrew Nunes.

We shared our concerns for the Earth and the planet.

We send a message to all to go out into the world and hold your head up high as you
face the storm.

Annual Sessions continued next page)
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(Annual sessions continued)

(more photos next p.)
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(Annual sessions, cont.)
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OVYM NEWS
Social Action Coordinator’s Report

In May I was fortunate to visit with North Meadow Circle of Friends at their meeting in Indianapolis and with folks
from Louisville Friends Meeting at a home potluck. It’s really nice to meet with new people on their home turf. The only
meetings [ haven’t visited yet are Lafayette and Mississinewa.

June brought Yearly Meeting! Wittenberg University was a beautiful campus, the singing and conversation were
nourishing, and the variety show was a hoot. There were many meaningful events, and Rachel Ernst Stahlhut and I
cohosted a workshop called “Spirit-Centered Faithfulness in the Storm.” We talked about grounding our social action
through prayer, meditation, and various Quaker practices. This picture shows several examples of Praying In Color, a way
to sit with God through creating on the page while focusing on what you are holding in the light. I’'m planning to visit
Bloomington Friends on 8/23 for a second hour that reprises parts of this workshop.

3P

)

In July, I went to Vermont and attended the FGC Gathering! I saw a few folks
from OVYM there, including Cheryl Keen of Yellow Springs. She and I were
deeply moved by Bryan Stevenson’s talk against the death penalty. Some things he
said include: “The death penalty is not about whether people deserve to die for the
crimes they commit. The real question of capital punishment in this country is, Do
we deserve to kill? We have a system of justice that treats you better if you’re rich
and guilty than if you’re poor and innocent. Wealth — not culpability — shapes
outcomes.” I later helped her disseminate Carl Hyde’s powerful letter asking
Governor DeWine to use the last of his days in office to commute the sentences of
everyone on Death Row. She is getting involved with Ohioans to Stop Executions
and we invite anyone who is interested in this effort to contact her or me.

(SAC report, cont. next p.)
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(SAC report, cont.)

Also in July, Wilmington Yearly Meeting hosted the
Haines Memorial Peace Lecture. Mary Stuckey Newswanger
of Monteverde Friends Meeting in Costa Rica spoke about
Friends' experiences in 2025 helping 6 U.S.-deported families
from Afghanistan, Armenia, Russia, and Azerbaijan transition
to Costa Rica in spite of not knowing Spanish or English. It
was very inspiring to hear how Friends there welcomed the
strangers, taking them into their homes, feeding them,
clothing them, and teaching them English.

We continue to have social action worship sharing every other Sunday at 5 p.m. on Zoom. Topics and turnouts for the
past few months have been as follows: Strikes (10), Unknowing (2), Al (4), Service (2), and Nonviolence (3). People from
six different meetings participated. Folks can visit the social action page of OVYM’s website for worship sharing details:
https://www.ovym.org/our-work/social-action/.

We now have 33 people in our Signal group chat and continue to share information there. We are hoping to get our
Courage Collective, QUAKE (Quakers United Around Kinship and Equality) off the ground soon. Two people of other
faiths and states have joined QUAKE after finding us through Indivisible’s website and noting that we are the only virtual
Courage Collective available! We hope to soon introduce ourselves and brainstorm our ideas on Zoom.

September 2026 will be my last month as the Social Action Coordinator. It has been a joy working with all of you! My
focus is needed elsewhere for a while.
Sandy Felt, Dayton Friends Meeting
Social Action Coordinator, OVYM

SAC@ovym.org, (937)315-1609

Come See: The Living Building
at Cope Environmental Center 1730 Airport Road Centerville, IN 47330
Www.visitcope.org
Clear Creek Monthly Meeting is hosting an OVYM Gathering
Sunday, September 20, 2026 9:45 am — 1:30 pm
An opportunity for Friends of all ages to learn about The Living Building (the first in Indiana and one of only 29 in the
world). Through worship, learning, eating together, and walking in nature, we can experience gifts of the Divine.
What to bring: Bag lunch (please take home any waste, hot and cold drinks provided), sun protection, rain jacket,
comfortable shoes, children welcome (childcare for 5 yrs and under 9:45-11:45). For questions:
Peggy.spohr@sbcglobal.net, 513-502-1109 (call or text)
As an OVYM event, those attending are asked to review the OVYM Agreement to respect personal boundaries.
Link to the Agreement: https://www.ovym.org/resources/sexual-misconduct

From Susan Lee Barton

Save the Date!
Joint Quarter October 24 (1pm) to October 25 (2:30 pm)
Refreshings of the Spirit

The weekend will be an intergenerational space to relax, connect and be in
fellowship. We will take time to strengthen and nurture our spirits, finding ways to
uplift one another and celebrate even in the midst of the storms that surround us. Join
us for rest, creativity, and intergenerational experiences of Spirit. We particularly
encourage families to come.

It is hosted by Miami Quarter at the Schweitz Boy Scout Leadership Center near
Dayton. There are cabins with inside bathrooms, and we hope that local Friends can
provide hospitality to those unable to stay in a cabin. The main building is fully
accessible.

Submitted by Nikki Coffey Tousley

PLEASE SEE https://www.ovym.org/events/ FOR UPCOMING OVYM DEADLINES'!
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Meeting News

Campus

Prior to a summer hiatus, our adult discussion group was reading The Journal and Major Essays of John Woolman.
Chapter 1 of Woolman's Journal contains a striking description of what religion was for him. He wrote he "was early
convinced in my mind that true religion consisted in an inward life, wherein the heart doth love and reverence God the
Creator and learn to exercise true justice and goodness not only toward all men but also toward the brute creatures." We are
also reading Woolman's 1754 and 1762 two-part essay titled "Some considerations on the Keeping of Negroes."

An oral report was given to our monthly meeting by Campus Friends’ representative to OVYM, David Pfaltzgraff-
Carlson, regarding OVYM's annual sessions in June. The plenary speakers -- Quaker Earthcare Witness General Secretary
Keith Runyan, and AFSC General Secretary Joyce Ajlouny -- were inspiring, David reported. David and his wife Rhonda
Pfaltzgraff-Carlson held an "interest group" gathering during the annual sessions relating to Quaker Vegan Witness. Quaker
Vegan Witness is a Quaker movement founded in 2019 that promotes the extension of ethics to include animals, as well as
vegan living within Quaker communities. Nine people attended the interest group event.

In response to an OVYM Executive Committee inquiry, we made arrangements with Wilmington College so the
committee can hold a hybrid meeting here on Saturday, August 29. Campus Friends as the event host will budget the
necessary amount to cover the college's rental charge.

As a way to celebrate and show support for member Reid Pfaltzgraff-Carlson, who graduated in May from Kenyon
College and will begin graduate school this fall at the University of Rochester, Campus Friends as a monthly meeting gave
him a copy of the Britain Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice book along with a card of congratulations. Reid is a son of
Rhonda and David Pfaltzgraff-Carlson.

Submitted by Gary Huffenberger

Clear Creek

Clear Creek Friends continue to worship faithfully, to deepen our connections with each other, and to serve the wider
community in many ways.

In April we mourned the death of a greatly loved and valued member of the meeting, Mary Garman. Friends from all
over the country gathered on May 30 for a memorial meeting, hosted at Friends Fellowship Community. Family members,
friends, and former students spoke of the impact on their lives of Mary’s deep spirituality, humility, fearlessness, and hu-
mor.

As other Friends in our community experience health challenges, we reach out to each other through visitation, participa-
tion in worship through Zoom, and support for caregivers.

The Green Team of Clear Creek submitted a carefully thought out grant proposal to Faith in Place for faith communities
to plant trees in low income areas with few trees. Although our project was not chosen for the grant, the work that was put
into it was much appreciated by the local tree commission, and will be helpful for future grant proposals.

A Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) Advocacy Team continues to unite many members of the Rich-
mond Friends meetings in working to educate and influence Indiana senators and representatives, with the encouragement
and guidance of the national FCNL office.

Our Budget Committee has helped us to continue our process of discernment about the use of Meeting funds, through a
discussion called “Where Our Treasure Is”.

Sharing of spiritual journeys, like the Living Witness series at Yearly Meeting sessions, continues to be a way for us to
reflect on our individual paths, and to know each other more deeply in that which is eternal.

On June 26, Clear Creek Meeting had responsibility for setting the format for the yearly outdoor worship at Quaker Hill
that is shared by all four Friends meetings in Richmond. The hour included some hymn singing followed by open worship.
Afterwards Friends of all ages enjoyed fellowship and a delicious potluck brunch.

In July, one member invited many community members to hear her read a piece she had written, retelling of the biblical
story of Bathsheba, from Bathsheba’s point of view. It was a powerful experience, melding emotion, gender, politics, and
theology, raising many questions for Friends to ponder.

We look forward to greeting new Earlham and Earlham School of Religion students in August, and to continued explo-
ration and growth in our life together.

On Sunday, September 20, Clear Creek is excited to host an OVYM gathering at Cope Environmental Center in Center-
ville, IN (just west of Richmond). Through worship, learning, eating together, and walking in nature, we can experience
gifts of the Divine that enrich our lives. Friends will gather at 9:45, followed by worship at 10, a brief introduction to the
Living Building and the Center’s history at 11:00, a brown bag lunch outside at 11:45, and a guided prairie walk at 12:30.
Childcare will be provided for children 5 and under from 9:45 - 11:45. Please direct any questions to
Peggy.spohr@sbcglobal.net, 513-502-1109 (call or text).

Submitted by Erica Pearson
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Community

This quarter has seen Community Friends living up to their name. Earthcare Committee sponsored a how-to event for
anyone interested in creating a mosquito-prevention bucket, in a bid to avoid widespread insecticide applications. It turned
out to be a great way to meet neighbors and engage an intergenerational crowd. A young adult has brought her ministry of
weekly game and discussion nights to the meetinghouse, mixing attendees from meeting with an established circle of young
people, creating new and deepened connections.

In the last quarter, people from Community Friends have walked cheerfully representing Quakers both in the local Pride
and 4™ of July parades, each time met with a good reception, even when Quaker granola bars were all handed out. Meeting
representatives also staffed a table at the annual city-wide Festival of Faiths, and groups of Friends continue to participate in
protests against government policies, including standing in witness at the local ICE facility in response to Haitians losing
TPS status. Individuals in meeting provide vibrant witnesses as well — for example, one member hiking 120 miles as part of
the Great Ohio Climate March (protesting fracking and data center construction).

Fourteen Friends travelled to the FGC Gathering in Vermont, and we had robust attendance at OVYM annual sessions
and the Miami Monthly meeting event at Butterworth Farm...all generating both good summer recreation and spiritual
enrichment.

At the meetinghouse, we’re glad to hear that some Friends’ bones are knitting and ailments are on the mend, and try to
best support those who are low on good news. We’ve held our annual outside worship, preceded by pancakes. Our children
entertained themselves quietly on blankets in the center of the circle, literally surrounded by care. We always welcome you
to visit us!

Submitted by Susan Loucks

Dayton

On March 22nd, the Dayton Friends held a sign-making party after Meeting for Worship. This was done for the No
Kings rally on the 28th.

On Easter, we had an Intergenerational Meeting for Worship, followed by an Easter egg hunt, and ended with a potluck.

Dayton Friends is continuing a regular Solidarity Sing-a-long in unity with Miami Valley Immigration Coalition.

On May 5th, many participated in a Zoom watch party for the March Resistance Lab which was a follow-up to the
training earlier with Pramila Jayapal (with the topic “Boycotting the Billionaires”). The Resistance Lab is a series of
trainings that are designed specifically to look at how non-violent movements around the world have responded to leaders
who seized power in authoritarian ways and the most effective tools and tactics to utilize in these moments. We had a good
number of members as well as some visitors attend.

On May 23rd, a special welcome to our meeting was held at the home of Al and Heidi McGrew for new member
Albine Bizimana.

On May 31st, Phyllis held a mini music camp for both younger and older youth during Meeting for Worship.

We collected signatures to add a conditional amendment to oppose data centers across Ohio.

The meeting has been holding Barbara Robinson in the light for a mass found in her left lung. She is continuing to
respond well to the treatments!

We continue to offer both food and other material support both to people beyond our
meeting community, and through a newly-created Special Needs Fund to some within our
circle of love.

We created a new Pastoral Care Committee this year to take on some of the work of direct
care previously done by Ministry and Counsel.

The native plant and food gardens have done well in addition to the memorial tree to the
Applegates, which is loaded with apples!
Dayton Friends had a booth at the Pride Festival on June 6™ (see photo).

On June 20th the meeting participated in the South Park Yard Sale clearing out excess items that cluttered the garage.
We now have electricity to the garage. We still need to clarify our vision for the garage renovation including the question
of using it as a youth space. Phil Henry purchased a used mini split which we might install to provide heating and cooling.

Mariah Branham had surgery on June 3rd and Dayton Friends helped with meals for her family during her recovery.

We discussed the growing number of homeless people who are congregating at our back patio and under the main door
overhang.

Phil Henry and his worker Pedro have installed a door between the foyer and fellowship room and replaced the flooring
damaged by termites in the southwest corner of the fellowship room. Other projects include replacing part of the fence with
a nicer aluminum fence, putting doors over the fuse box in the meeting room, and replacing the bottom board of the fascia
on the south gable end. (Dayton meeting cont. next page)
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(Dayton, cont.)

Some in the meeting reached out to Senator Jon Husted to vote for a bill to extend TPS relief for Haitians and Syrians.
His response regrettably was "The Supreme Court has ruled that TPS was intended for temporary relief. I support the rule
of law and complying with the law." There are thousands of Haitians in Springfield who will now be forced to leave.
Submitted by Scott Hadley

Fall Creek

The Frederick Douglass performance back in May went extremely well. About 200 people gathered on our back lawn to
watch actor Darius Wallace enact Douglass’s life story.

We continue to grow slowly but steadily. Five children now receive loving lessons and attention in First Day School
when their parents attend. We have had a few more inquiries about membership. We find ourselves transitioning from a tiny
meeting to a small one, and making changes in our committee and leadership structure as the needs to do so become clear.

One of the recent storms brought part of a tree branch down onto our roof. Our insurance policy replaced the roof and
attic insulation, and paid for animal remediation as well.

In September we’ll begin a book study on Thomas Kelly’s 4 Testament of Devotion, suggested to us by one of our new
attenders. Once again, we’ll gather twice a month before worship to share our thoughts and responses.

Submitted by Ellen Hodge
Fort Wayne

Fort Wayne Friends has had a busy spring and summer. Many of our members have been away from Fort Wayne, but we
have still been able to welcome new guests, some who have returned for numerous Sundays. We work constantly on
building and extending relationships with those who are interested in Quakerism in the Fort Wayne area.

Our social outreach to our communities is numerous, but much of our outreach is done individually. Members are
involved in volunteering with food banks, shelters, education, conservation, and political rallies.

As a meeting, in conjunction with Plymouth Congregational Church, we provided and served a meal at Just Neighbors, a
local homeless shelter.

Our second hour is often spent discussing current events, speaking on our feelings about the monthly queries, and
watching and discussing programs from Quaker Speak.

We are very thankful for Sean Carroll, who has been able to set up a Zoom meeting for those unable to attend Meeting in
person.

We are all concerned with the state of our world and America’s part in it, and often have insightful and meaningful
discussions about what we can do.

Submitted by Pat Brubaker
Lexington

It’s been a quiet summer at LFM. Many have traveled on vacations so our attendance has been up and down. Not many
children over summer. New folks continue to show up at our door.

Our Quaker Connect apprentices have launched a community supper on the 1% and 3™ Wednesdays of each month. They
advertise in a local neighborhood group communication as well. It has been well-attended and has fostered some genuine
outreach to those who live close by. Recently we hosted a visit from Evelyn Jadin, the Quaker Connect companion for our
apprentices. A number of Friends helped her see the Lexington community and then on Sunday she worshiped with us and
attended our meeting for business before returning back to her home in North Carolina.

We have a new committee called Listening in the Light group. They have been meeting twice a month deepening their
understandings of nonviolent communication. This fall they will offer to our community Tuesday night discussions as the
group works through the Marshall Rosenberg book Nonviolent Communication; A Language of Life.

We have struggled for a very long time to have an active Peace and Social Justice committee. Individuals in our meeting
do lots of good work. A new effort is trying to rekindle the committee. One member is leading a weekly prayer vigil for
peace and democracy on a busy Lexington street corner.

Our life together is rich. We try to figure how to get to know each other deeper. Our worship time together continues to
be the glue that binds us. Aches and pains of old age, graduations for younger Friends, (and the keen observations of the
[chaotic] weather...) dominate our days!

Submitted by Ben Griffith
Miami
First, looking ahead:

Miami Monthly Meeting will host a homecoming Meeting for Worship on October 4, 2026. Friends are invited to visit
and catch up starting at 9:30. Meeting will be at 10:45, followed by carry-in lunch. We particularly welcome those who have
attended in the past and moved away. But, of course, anyone from OVYM, and any F/friends who might be interested will
be greeted with open arms. (Miami news cont. next p.)
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(Miami news cont.)

Talking with Friends at OVYM, I am aware that many folks are not aware of Miami Monthly Meeting's rich history. It
was established by Quakers who moved from southern states where slavery was allowed, to the Northwest Territories.
Abijah O'Neall was our first migrant, in 1799. Some 18,000 Friends came north between 1795-1815. Miami Monthly
Meeting was established in 1803, with boundaries of the Ohio River to the south, the Hocking River to the east, and no limit
going north and west. Hundreds of migrating Friends transferred their memberships to Miami, although many lived too far
away to attend. By 1815, Miami was said to have the largest membership of any monthly meeting in the world! The white
brick Meetinghouse was built in 1811, large enough to accommodate some 500 people for Quarterly or Yearly Meeting.
Panels on pulleys divided the women's and men's sides of the meetinghouse. Local lore says that the White Brick has been
used continuously for more years than any other house of worship west of the Alleghenies (although those who have visited
Spanish missions in California might disagree).

So please come visit this piece of Quaker history, and feel the spirits of many, many Friends who worshipped here.
Other news:

Several Friends attended a memorial service for Tim Henderson, a long-term attender who died in a motorcycle accident.
Tim sat on the back bench, rarely speaking but very much present. Living nearby, he would pop in frequently to check on
the meetinghouse.

The annual gathering at Butterworth Farm (Gretchen and Phil Stone’s home) was well attended, with the usual
fellowship and food, followed by swimming and walks on the bike path.

The White Brick, like any 220-year-old building, always needs upkeep. We recently conceded defeat in our long-running
dispute with carpenter ants. The picnic tables and benches on our porch will be replaced by something the ants find less
delectable in time for our Homecoming. We hope to see many Friends then.

Submitted by Gretchen Stone

Oxford

Oxford has been busy this summer. Since the last Quill deadline, we participated in Oxford’s Earthfest, sharing a table
with representatives from West Elkton MM and Western YM. In June, we participated in Hamilton OH’s Pride Fest and
staffed an outreach table at Miami University’s First-Year Student Orientation in June. We are looking forward to another
university event in collaboration with the Episcopal Church to acquaint new students with campus and community
organizations. We held a housewarming meeting and potluck at the new Garrison-Shore home. We are delighted to
welcome a new member, Kristina Nagel, who has 3 children! We are excitedly resurrecting our First Day School activities.
We also plan to host the National Quaker Peace Walk when they come through Oxford in September, and have invited other
groups to join us. In collaboration with the Interfaith Center, where we meet, we participated in interviews about “Faith and
Space” in Oxford, and are planning to host a welcoming students event in September. We are excited to have so many
collaborative opportunities for outreach, and we were all invigorated by the attendance of all three children at a recent
meeting for worship!
Submitted by Cecilia Shore

Yellow Springs
Summer travels and Friends' illnesses have led to dramatic fluctuation in attendance at Yellow Springs meetings for
worship ... Will it be 15 or 30 people in-person at our 11:15 worship? Recently the additional Zoom electronic participation
has increased. In the final minutes of worship we hold in the Light absent members who are sick or struggling. Each week,
during our light lunch visits after worship, we write notes on get well cards to currently sick regular attenders.
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We have been reminded of our wider Quaker fellowship by reports from some of our members' attendance at Friends
General Conference in Vermont and Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting at nearby Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio.

Friend Panna Flower died in July at age 86. Panna resided in the Independent Living neighborhood of our local Friends
Care Community. She initiated our pattern of a front door greeter welcoming each person coming in for Sunday worship
and urging visitors to sign our guest book.

Each Friday morning our Care of Meetinghouse Committee vacuums floors, cleans our bathrooms and organizes the
kitchen. We are reminded that our meetinghouse is also home to the Yellow Springs Havurah - Jewish fellowship - and three
evening Alcoholics Anonymous meeting groups. [Friends may not be aware of the roots of AA in the "Oxford Group"
Christian fellowship (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford Group)].

Submitted by Don Hollister

Wider Quaker World

Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC)
World Quaker Day. The theme for World Quaker Day on October 4, 2026 is Let Peace Be Among Us, with the supporting
Bible passage Hebrews 12:14, “Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy.” FWCC is planning a
wonderful Global Online Worship to last for 8+ hours, with each hour dedicated to a part of the world where prayers for
peace are particularly needed. Join for as little or as long as you’d like, with Friends across borders, languages, time zones
and Quaker traditions with a shared focus on peace. See www.worldquakerday.org
Submitted by Marti Matthews

Friends General Conference (FGC)
FGC Impact Report. Every year FGC creates an annual report that highlights the mission, financial health, and impact that
the organization has had on the lives of Friends. For 2025, the theme that we discerned is “Centered in Faithfulness.”

As Julian of Norwich wrote:"[Jesus] did not say, "You will never have a rough passage, you will never be over-strained,
you will never feel uncomfortable,’ but he did say, 'you will never be overcome.”

For the past several years, many people have been experiencing significant changes and challenges. Over and
over, FGC Friends have been meeting the moment, centered in faithfulness. Monthly meetings quickly filled out legal
declarations for the interfaith lawsuit (https://tinyurl.com/FGC2025suit) against the Department of Homeland Security. At
the same time, many Friends helped to co-create the Gathering so it remains spiritually vital. And we can't forget the Friends
who re-imagined FGC's governance structure (https://www.fgcquaker.org/governance-leadership/) with clarity, conviction,
and confidence. Friends have been saying yes to way forward. And there's more to come as we move through 2026.

Thank you, and many thanks to all the meetings, volunteers, committee members, donors, staff, and program participants
who make FGC’s work possible and rewarding. We hope that you enjoy reading the 2025 Impact Report at
https://tinyurl.com/FGC2026impact. The cover art is a splash of sunshine. It's a reminder that faithfulness among Quakers
can help individuals and meetings to walk in the Light.

Source: Email from Barry Crossno 4-17

Outreach Conference. Friends General Conference invites you to join Friends from across North America for the 2026
Outreach Conference, a virtual gathering for everyone who wants to help their meeting become more welcoming, visible,
and spiritually vibrant. (OVYM Friends will be excited to see our own Shannon Isaacs among the plenary speakers!) For the
agenda, more information and registration see https://www.fgcquaker.org/event/outreach-conference/.

A wider welcome. This fall, FGC is holding an eRetreat called "Weaving a Wider Welcome." Led by Rai Carter and
Zenaida Peterson of Quaker Voluntary Service, the eRetreat explores how to make a cultural shift at your Quaker Meeting
0 you can attract and retain newcomers. It starts October 4 — save the date!

Source: Vitality 7-3

Spirit and Earthcare. The sheer scale of the climate crisis can easily lead to burnout if we don't have a strong anchor to
hold us steady. Thee Quaker Podcast digs beneath the protests and policies to explore the deep, spiritual roots that actually
sustain this vital work. Listen in to discover how a profound shift in theology can transform environmentalism from a
crushing global obligation into a deeply personal, daily practice of love: https://quakerpodcast.com/quakers-and-the-
environment/.

Source: Vitality 6-20

(FGC cont. next p.)
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Alternatives to Violence. The Alternatives to Violence Project for Justice and Peace (https://friendspeaceteams.org/nam-
avp-jp-workshops/)is an interactive, experiential workshop from October 7-12, 2026. It is held in Janesville, Minnesota.
Learn about how power works, and practice tools for trauma resilience and liberation. The workshop is grounded in life’s
transforming power so people can face human tragedies and disasters together.

Souree: Vitality 6-26

National Peace Walk. The National Peace Walk https://quakerwalk.org/nationalpeacewalk2026 departed from Brooklyn
Monthly Meeting on the morning of May 16th. [The group of 12 dwindled to 2.] FGC staff spoke with the two

walkers, Krysten Voelkner and ross brubeck, to ask them more about the challenges and the experience itself.

Walking as Contemplation. For both Krysten and ross, contemplation weaves in and out of walking. “I would be lying if
I said that an entire day of walking is spent consumed by prayer,” Krysten said. At the same time, though, distractions or
roving thoughts “allow for a much more profound entry into prayer” when it arrives. The Friends walk an average of 15
miles per day.

Ross said: “A question would arise at one point, and become so pervasive as to disappear into the act of walking, only to
reappear totally resolved later in the week, completed by the act of physically moving through it.” Both he and Krysten
described how the walk required surrender to a slow procession of time.

Since May, the Friends have been walking through heat waves, rain, lonely counties, and long miles. They have relied on
other people each day to supply their material needs. “There is a very direct link between the way the walk requires reliance
on support from others, and the way I hope to encourage others to receive those in need,” ross said. Food to eat, water to
drink, and a place to sleep at the end of the day often come together with the help and support of the community.

Walking to Combat Power. Traveling on foot encourages interdependence, which is intentional. For Krysten, walking
gives her an opportunity to resist the dominant push toward competition, isolation, and fear. “Walking for peace allows one
to affirm, with each step and with each peaceful encounter, that these narratives of isolation, fear, and competition are
false.” She described the walk as a “growing web of interdependence” because “we carry with us the stories, news, and the
energy of loving kindness shared with us from each friend made along our route.”

Ross noted that both national and global wealth are concentrating in the hands of people with power. He said: “I hope to
encourage those who interact with and support the walk to examine how this model might be unconsciously mirrored in
their own social radii.” He envisions a time when mutual aid is determined by the people who have a need, rather than the
people who have something to offer. “It is time to start listening more to people who know very intimately the sort of help
they need,” he said, rather than prescribing an outward solution.

If you would like to support the Peace Walk from afar, you can hold Friends in prayer or offer a donation to their PayPal.
Source: Vitality 7-24

See “Late-Breaking News” on the last page!
Discerning What is Ours to Do. By Eileen Flanagan ...If you are committed to nonviolence, what are you doing to
practice? None of us know for sure how we will react if we are pepper-sprayed or witness other people being hurt. That’s
why the Civil Rights Movement put so much emphasis on preparation and why I’ve been offering nonviolence trainings
(https://tinyurl.com/EFSpeaking) while on tour for my latest book, Common Ground https://tinyurl.com/EFcommon.
In-person roleplays enable people to practice holding their center in ways that online trainings can’t replicate.

Earth Quaker Action Team (https://eqat.org) has played a disproportionate role in Philadelphia by training
peacekeepers/marshals for protests (https://tinyurl.com/peacelessons). Our teams have de-escalated an argument over the
Palestinian flag, a combative Trump supporter, and other situations that could have escalated in unhelpful ways. Debriefing
afterward internalizes lessons such as taking a deep breath and asking for help.

Earth Quaker Action Team puts a high value on learning from experience. Before the 2020 election, we heard that Proud
Boys were coming to Philadelphia to stir up trouble, a situation we felt unprepared to deescalate despite our training. Four
of us decided to show up, not to intervene, but to learn. We met early to worship and then walked to Clark Park. We watched
the progressive crowd grow — along with a rumor that there was a Proud Boy with a bat, or a hockey stick, or maybe a gun.
We helped each other assess what was actually happening rather than get hooked by the fearful energy. It turned out that the
Proud Boys never showed up, but the rumor led a small crowd to chase a man into his car. A video of his window being
smashed got millions of views on conservative social media. I learned the importance of questioning rumors and continuing
to breathe.

Showing up to potentially chaotic situations is not going to be everyone’s leading. Our bodies have different experiences
of trauma, vulnerability to police violence, and physical stamina. There are many other roles, though it’s likely that staying
grounded will be helpful whatever you are led to do in these times. For those of us who are Quakers, worship is a place we
can practice aligning mind, body, and Spirit together. Ours is a tradition with many tools (https://tinyurl.com/FGCtools) that
can help us cultivate inner peace even as we work for peace in the world.

Source: Vitality 6-26 (FGC cont. next p.)
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Conscientious Objection
Stony Run Friends Meeting recently trained (https://tinyurl.com/SRM-COtrain) over 50 participants on Conscientious

Objection and the Selective Service System. The training included a highly actionable one-page leaflet that you can
download. Help youth to actively document their beliefs against participating in war. Read about the event on their blog and
download the leaflet to share with your community!

Source: Vitality 5-29

Know a young person who is pro-peace? Meet with them and make sure they have gathered documentation that supports
their beliefs. Under new laws, draft registration in the US will be automatic starting in December. This means that youth
must work even harder to document their nonviolent beliefs. Be informed. Use this resource guide, https:/tinyurl.com/FGC-
Coteacher, revised in 2025 and available at QuakerBooks of FGC.

Source: Vitality 6-6

American Friends Service Committee
Standing with communities in Latin America. Communities across Latin America have long organized for peace, self-
determination, and dignity. Guided by our Quaker values, AFSC has walked alongside them for nearly a century. Today,
we’re supporting Indigenous communities to protect their land and rights. We’re working with women’s collectives to build
food sovereignty. And we’re providing humanitarian aid to migrants on their journeys. Read more in Friends Journal at:
https://tinyurl.com/FJ-AFSC-LA.
Source: Weekend Reading 5-23
Friends in action. AFSC was founded by Quakers in 1917 as an alternative to military service. Quaker values have shaped
our work over the last century and offer us a framework for the future we wish to build. In this interview with Brian
Blackmore, AFSC's director of Quaker Engagement, we discuss AFSC's history. We talk about how we're facing the issues
of today. And we explore how Friends can deepen their activism. Read more at https://afsc.org/mews/friends-action.
Source: Weekend Reading 5-30
“This moment is testing us.” As we face rising authoritarianism and repression, we must look critically at how we work
for justice. The ways we’ve won before don't always work today. Last week, AFSC’s General Secretary Joyce Ajlouny was
a keynote speaker at the 2026 Netroots conference. Rooted in her experiences as a nonprofit leader, she explores how we
can adapt to the present moment. Joyce emphasizes the power of nonviolent resistance, relationship-building, and everyday
choices. Because courage doesn’t only live in the big moments. It means showing up when it matters. Watch Joyce’s speech
on YouTube at https://tinyurl.com/AFSC-JA-moment.
Source: Weekend Reading 6-13
Healing as the first step toward peace. In Somalia and South Sudan, people are grappling with the effects of war and
violence. Communities are working to build peace, but they need support. AFSC's staff is providing counseling and trauma
healing to thousands of refugees in Somalia and South Sudan. Alongside this, we're providing practical skills trainings to
enable women to support themselves and their families. Read more at https://tinyurl.com/AFSC-healingfirst
Source: Weekend Reading 6-27
Children's local food program will expand. By Sayrah Namaste. Every parent wants their child to eat well. Food
connects us to our environment, family, and culture. Last year, AFSC began partnering with tribal home visitors to support
Native families in raising healthy eaters. We created activity guides for parents--developed with local artisans and
accompanied by local produce. The guides highlight tribal knowledge and traditional foods, as well as fun games and art.
And we’re excited to announce that this program will extend and expand for at least two more years. Read more at
https://tinyurl.com/AFSC-tribal-homevisit.
Source: Weekend Reading 8-8
AFSC Update: Emergency response in Gaza and West Bank

In Gaza, Palestinian children are living through unimaginable conditions. Despite a declared ceasefire, Israel continues
their deadly strikes. Children have lost their schools, homes, and family members.

With your support, children in Gaza are getting the chance to learn, play, and just be kids. We recently rehabilitated a
severely damaged family home into a learning center. There, children take part in educational sessions, recreational
activities, creative arts, games, and group exercises.

The project was challenging for our team on the ground. Israel continues to obstruct humanitarian aid to Gaza, so we
cannot bring in even basic building materials. So, our team adapted, sourcing—and even repurposing—what we could
locally. This center is one of five that AFSC runs in Gaza, serving about 1,500 children. Beyond learning, we also support
children’s emotional recovery.

Parents have noticed the difference the learning center makes in their children's lives. Their children are smiling more,
interacting with others, and looking forward to each day at the center. Word has spread, and more families are now asking to
enroll their children. (AFSC Gaza cont next page)
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(Gaza, cont.)

Today, the center is filled with children’s voices, laughter, and activity. This learning center is proof of what’s possible,
even amid devastation. We couldn’t do it without caring people like you.
Source: Email from Kerry Kennedy 8-13
AFSC Midwest
AFSC volunteer asks: Are Quaker meetings safe for Black people? Billie Wade serves on the AFSC Midwest Regional
Group, the Corporation, and the US Programs Group. In this Quaker Speak video (https:/tinyurl.com/QSpeaksafemeetings)
she says, "I am accustomed to joining communities where I am the only African American present. That's been a common
thread throughout my life. Coming to Quakerism and discovering that that thread was going to continue was not a surprise...
Fortunately, Des Moines Valley [Friends Meeting] has been an open, welcoming community to me. That said, I still feel
lonely sometimes."
Source: Email from Jon Krieg 5-12-26
St. Louis program director moderates AFSC Protect, Resist and Build webinar. Barbara Gunn Lartey hosted the June
16, 2026 edition of AFSC's monthly Protect, Resist and Build webinar. She grounded the webinar in celebrations of
Juneteenth, Pride Month, and Black Music Month by looking at how all of us can resist authoritarianism and build
community and connection. Here are highlights of Barbara's remarks and a few resources shared by her colleagues at AFSC:
https://tinyurl.com/stlouisAFSC-PRBwebinar.
Source: Email from Jon Krieg 6-30

Friends Committee on National Legislation
On August 11, First Friends Meeting, Richmond, IN, hosted an interfaith day using FCNL to communicate with Senator
Todd Young (represented by a staffer in person) and Rep. Andre Carson (staffer on Zoom). An email from Gwen Halsted
(Clear Creek MM) on behalf of the Richmond FCNL advocacy group is excerpted below.

Heartfelt thanks to you for joining with our group of Indiana faith leaders at the Advocacy Day on August 11 to learn
about and engage together in legislative advocacy grounded in our faith traditions! Together we forged new connections
with each other, learned about the relationship-building advocacy model with Friends Committee on National
Legislation, and put it into action as we discussed ending the war in Iran with staff members from the offices of Sen.
Todd Young and Rep. Andre Carson. Together we practiced and refined our stories about why these issues are
important to us and combined powerful storytelling with compelling facts about the staggering costs of this war, both in
human lives and in tax dollars...

As several of us mentioned in the morning introductions, this work for peace and justice can easily become
overwhelming and our individual actions can seem too small and ineffective unless we act together in communities
which share a vision for a more just and peaceful world...

In spring 2026, when the Richmond FCNL advocacy team members began the process of sending out requests to
faith leaders we knew from around Indiana to sign the letter to Sen. Young to reduce militarism at home and abroad, we
had no idea who might respond or how the message would spread. We encouraged recipients to spread the invitation to
others, and you did! And those recipients did, too! In this beautiful display of grassroots networking, 145 faith leaders
from different religious traditions in 41 communities across Indiana signed the letter which we delivered to Sen. Young
on May 29th and again at our August 11th advocacy day. The Richmond FCNL team is full of gratitude for the
outpouring of support for both the letter and for your attendance at the advocacy day.

Submitted by Anne Reynolds
FCNL Annual Meeting 2026: Deep Roots, Bold Action. Find out more at the source for this article:
https://www.fcnl.org/events/annual-meeting-2026-deep-roots-bold-action. Hybrid (On-site in Washington, DC or Online).

Friends Peace Teams
“Free Palestine!” This slogan was added to the human chain resistance action held daily in Gangjeong, South Korea, in mid-
October 2024, after Israel launched its full-scale invasion of the Gaza Strip, and this is still being shouted today—more than
1,000 days later. Gaza is a vast distance away from Gangjeong, more than halfway around the globe. Why, then, does the
yearning for peace in Palestine grow so desperately earnest here? Learn more at the source for this article:

https://friendspeaceteams.org/gangjeong-to-gaza/
(Wider Quaker World cont. next p.)
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Quaker Voluntary Service
Quaker Voluntary Service is a Fellowship program in which young adults between the ages 21-30 build intentional
community, work full time at social service and social change agencies, and explore themes of spiritual and personal growth
with local Quakers. Fellows receive housing, transportation, food, support for health and wellness (including access to
health insurance if needed), and a small stipend, while engaging in regular self-led workshops and retreats that allow for
continuing education in social justice, faith, and community building topics.
Quotations from last year’s cohort:

e "I think the community that I created through work, making meals with my housemates and hosting parties and
game nights. It truly felt like I was building a community and a home in Boston. It also was so nice to feel
connected to people around me, and recognize people on the street. Made it feel not isolating."

e "My site placement was incredibly rewarding, spiritually, professionally, and socially."

Fall Information Sessions

Want to learn more about QVS while meeting current Fellows, staff, alumni, and other prospective applicants? Join us
for a virtual info session! Each info session includes a brief overview of the program as well as ample time for Q & A.
More information at: https://quakervoluntaryservice.org/apply/
Source: Email from Ruth Cutcher

Friends Music Camp 2025 Report to Ohio Valley Yearly Yeeting

Friends Music Camp met for the first time since 2019 this past summer at Goshen College from July 5th through
19th. There were 19 campers and 6 on-campus staff (plus 4 off-campus teachers). Campers and parents were very happy,
with no disciplinary issues and smooth operations overall. Goshen College was a fantastic host, and staff were a good
working group.

We are so very pleased that camp was able to return, and we thank all of those who spread the word. We know that Ohio
Valley Yearly Meeting members in particular were instrumental in letting potential campers know. Every camper this year
had some previous connection to FMC through a relative, a friend, or a Friends meeting. We could not have done it without
you.

We are already planning for FMC 2027 and we will soon have final dates for next summer at Goshen College. As soon as
that happens, we will send another report to let Friends everywhere, but especially in OVYM, know about the camp. We
would like to double the size of the camp next year and add additional staff as well.

Donations from OVYM and the wider community of Friends and friends of FMC allowed for many campers to be
supported with scholarships. We thank OVYM Friends for supporting FMC and hope that Friends will continue to support
us in the future.

Source: Email from Sam Garman to Susan Lee Barton

Indiana Yearly Meeting
Greetings, Friends!

“Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for man, knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.” Colossians 3:23-24 (NAS)

...Before we rush to apply this verse, it is good simply to let it stand: your ordinary, daily actions are to be done for the
Lord. This means there is no part of your life too small, too hidden, or too repetitive to matter to Him.

Many of us work in ways that rarely receive applause; caring for aging parents, keeping a household going, serving in
church activities, or showing up faithfully for an obligation that feels draining. There can be days when you wonder, “Does
any of this count? Does anyone notice?”

Colossians 3 answers gently: Yes, it all counts. Yes, Someone notices. “It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” When you
make a meal, answer an email, fold another load of laundry, or listen patiently to a child or friend, you have the quiet option
to place that moment into His hands and say, “This is for You.”

There is a remarkable difference between preforming the items on your “honey-do” list out of imposed duty or keeping
the peace, and because you are doing it “for the Lord” in humble obedience as the helpmate our Savior calls us to be. And
it’s Christ’s presence that fills our efforts with joy and satisfaction. Paul’s words do not ask you to work harder to please
people. In fact, they gently free you from living for human approval. We can grow tired trying to meet every expectation or
prove our value. This passage invites you to shift your gaze from human masters to the Lord who already knows you, loves
you, and sees the whole story... (continued next p.)
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As you move through your day, you may find it helpful to quietly reframe your tasks. Washing dishes can become,
“Lord, thank You for the ones I am able to care for.” Answering messages can become, “Jesus, help me respond with Your
kindness.” Resting when you are tired can become, “God, I receive this pause as a gift from You.” None of this has to be
dramatic or public; it can be as simple as a breath in His direction. Over time, this way of living can soften resentment and
weariness. It does not erase the weight of responsibility, but it gives you a new center. You are not just working for people;
you are walking with Christ in the middle of what you do. He is the One who stands beside you at the sink, in the office, in
the hospital room, and in the quiet house at night.

Today, let this verse be less of a demand and more of an invitation. An invitation to see your hours as held by God. An
invitation to remember that your unseen faithfulness is never unnoticed in heaven. An invitation to serve, not out of fear or
pressure, but because you are already deeply loved by the One you are serving...

Martin Wells - Interim Co-Superintendent
IYM Communicator 5-13

Philadelphia, New York, New England, and Baltimore Yearly Meetings

In January 2025, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting (PhYM), our neighbors in New York, New England and Baltimore Yearly
Meetings, along with several other faith communities, filed a lawsuit against the Department of Homeland Security to
challenge an executive order by the Trump administration. The order allowed ICE agents to enter formerly protected spaces,
including houses of worship like Quaker meetings. On August 18, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of
PYM and the coalition.

Chris Mohr, PhYM's General Secretary, said: "As lead plaintiff in PYM vs. DHS, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends
(PhYM) celebrates today's ruling by the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. We are relieved that our meetinghouses continue
to be safe for all community members to gather for worship while the case moves through the legal process. Quakers
strongly support religious freedom, following one's conscience, and acting on one's convictions. And PhYM Quakers have
welcomed other religions to our region since before the founding of our country. Thus we look forward to a day when all
houses of worship, not just those of Ph'YM, will once again be safe for all their congregants to worship freely together."

Selden Smith, PhYM's Presiding Clerk, also commented: "This is an important victory for religious liberty. Our Quaker
form of worship, in which all ministry emerges from the congregation, is strengthened by the presence of immigrants and
threatened by the prospect of ICE raids. We welcome this ruling, which upholds, for the moment, a longstanding
government policy prohibiting such raids. It is good news not just for Quakers but for everyone who cares about religious
freedom in America."

Source: Email from Susan Lee Barton 8-21-26

Late-Breaking News!

On p. 13 there is an interview with the National Peace Walk. The walkers’ route will take them right through OVYM! As
of press time, they will have been at Lexington Meeting, Eastern Hills Meeting, Oxford Meeting, and will be enroute to
Richmond, where they will stay at the Quaker Hill Conference Center and meet with a variety of Friends. Then the path
takes them through Indianapolis and Lafayette, where they are (at the time of writing) working on connecting up with
Friends. After they leave our area, they will head toward Chicago and eventually Minneapolis. It is exciting to be part of
such a major commitment to witness for peace.

Cecilia Shore, Editor

I'm happy to take any pre-orders of my new CD, "Sing a New Song".
Contact me at gloriabruner@gmail.com for more information.
Listen to a sample at https://gloriasmusic.bandcamp.
Much gratitude for all the support since 2025 sessions.
" 'Sing a New Song' is a generous collection of beautiful mantras offering
encouragement and tender companionship for all who seek a deeper
contemplative journey." -Carrie Newcomer
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Only the inner vision of God, only the God-
blindedness of unreservedly dedicated souls,
only the utterly humble ones can bow and break
the raging pride of a power-mad world.

~ Thomas Kelly, 1893-1941
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